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Signature® Auction | July 8

The extremely rare first broadside edition of the Declaration of Independence
printed in Massachusetts - the very fine Philip D. Sang copy

[John Rodgers, circa July 14-16, 1776]
One of only two copies in private hands
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H E Nin the courle of hu-
man even s, it becomes ne-
ceffary for enc people to

diffolve the paolitical bands which
have connected them with another,
and to affume ameng the powers of
the earth, the feperate 2nd equal
flation te which the laws of nature
and of nature’s God entitle them, a
decent refpedt to the opinions of
maakind reqnires that Lgey Thould
declare the caufes which impel
them te the {eparation.
We hold thele truths to be felf-
evident, that all men are created
equal, thacthey arecndowed bytheir
Creator with certgin unalienable
rights, that smeng thele are life,
liberty, and the pur}uit of happinefs.
That to fecare thele rights, govern-
ments are inftituted’ among men,
.deriving their juit powers from the
conient of the gaverned; that when-
ever any form of povernment be-
comes deftructive of thele ends, itis
the rightof the people to alter arte
abolifh it, .and to inflitute new go-
vernment, laying its foundation on
fuch principles, and organizing its
puwers in fuch form, s to them
{hail feem molt likely to effed their
fafery and happinefs. Prodence, in-
deed, will dictate that governments
lovg eftablifhed hoold notbechang-
ed for light and tranfient caufes; and
accordingly all expefience hath
thewn, that mankind zre more dii=
poled to fuffzr, awhile evils are fuf-
ferable, than te right themfelves by
abolithing the forms to which they
are accuftomed. Bor whena ldl‘lg
train of abufes and uwfarpations,
parfuing invariably the f2meobject,
evinces a defign ts redace them
under ab[‘olnn defpotilin, it is their
zight, it is their duty, to thraw off
fuch goveenment, and to provide
new guards for their future fecuri ty.
Such has been the patient faffer-
ance of thefe Colonies; and fuch is
now the necefiity which conftrains
them. to alter their former fyitems
of government, The hiftory of the
prefent King of Great-Britain.ds a
hlﬂoryof repeated injuries and uinr-
pations, zll having in dired obj=d
the citablifhment of an abfolute
tyranny over thefe States. Ta
prove this, let facts be fobmitted to
a candid world
Ile has refufcd his afent to laws,
the moft wholefome and neceflary
for the public good,
: He has forbidden his Governors
to pafs laws of immediate and pref-
fing impartance, unlels fulpended in

-
Bt B .1
o

Ixn GENERAL

their operation until his affent
fhould be cbtained ; and when fo
fufpended, he has u.[terly neglected
to attend them..

He hes refufed to pafs other laws
for the accommodation of large dif-
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tridks of people, unlefs thofe people

would relinguith the right of re-
prefentation in the legiflature, a
right ineftimable to them, aad tor-
«idable to Tyrants only.

He has called together legifia-
tive bodivs at places wnufual, un-
- comfortable, and diftant frem the
depofitary of their public records,
for the fole purpole of fatiguing
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For protetting them, by a mock
trial, from punifhiment for apy mur-
ders which they fhould commit cn
the inhabitants of thefe Statee :

Fur cutting oF our trade with all

rld

For dep rumg ug, in‘many cafes,

_-af the benefits of frial by jary :

them into compliance with his

meafures,

Ile has diffelved repreien
houfes repeatedly, for oppoting with
manly firmnefs his invaiions on thc

»rights of the people.
Ic has refuled for a long time,
- after fuch difiblutivns, o caufe
others to be elected ; whereby the
legiflative powers, incapable of an~
nihilation, have returned to the
people at large for their exerciie 5
the flate remaining in the mean
time expofed ro ell the dangers of
invafion. {rom without, and con-

vulfions within.

He has endeavorcd to prevent
the populativn of thels States ; for
that purpofe obitrutting the laws
for naturalization of loreigners ;
refufing to pafs others to encourage
their migrations hither, and raif-
ing the conditiens of new appro-
priations of lands,

He has cbitru&tsd the admiai-
ftration of jultice, by refufing his
affsne to laws -for eftablithing ju-
diciary powcrs.

He has made Judgesdependent .

on his will alene, for the tenure of
.their offices, and the amount and
payment of cheir falaries,

He has ereted a multtede of
-new offices, zad fent hither fwarms
of afficers t harrals our peaple, and
cat out their fubftance.

Te has kept among us, in times
af peace, ftanding armies, without
the confent of our 'Legiflaturcs.

He has affeted to render the
military independent of and fupe-
Tier tothe civil power.

He has combined with others
1o fubject us to a jurifdiction fo-
reign 10 our conftivtion and un-
acknowledged by our laws ; giv-
en his affent to their alts of pre-
tended legiflation =

For quartering large bodics of
‘armsd troops ameng us.:

For rtranfporting us beyond feas
to be tricd for pretended offences -
For abolithing the frea fyftem of
Englith Taws in umigl\hnring pro-
~vince, eflzblithing therein an arbi-
trary governmert, and cnlarging its
boundarics, 1o as to render it at once
anexample and ftinftrument for in-
truduscing t folute rule 1=
to thefe Celonies :
" For taking away our Charters,
.zholithing cur meft valuable laws,
and - altering  fundamentally — the

. forms of our governments :

For {ufpending our own Legifla-
tures, and declaring themfelves in-
velted with power to legiflate for us
in all cafes whatfoever.

He has abdicated government
here, by declaring us out of his pro-
tection and waging war againit us.

He has plundered our feas, ra-

waged our coafls, burnt our towns,
and deftroyed thelives of our people,

He is at this time, tranfporting
Jarge armies of foreign mercenaries
to compleat the works of death, de-
folation and tyranny, alrusdy begun
with circum lances of craelty and
perfidy fcazeely pralleled in the mott
barbarans a*“s, and fnlaﬂy unwor-
thy the head of a civilized nation.

He has canfirained oar fellow
citizens taken captive on the high
{18 to boar arms againft their couri-

‘try, to bepome the execuiioners of
their friends and brethren, or to fall
themfcives by their hands.

He has excited demcftic infar-
rections among it us, and has endez-
vored to bring on the inhabitants of
our frontiers, the merciles Indian
Savages, whofe known rule of war-
fure, is an undiflinguithed defiradi-
on of all ages, fexes, and conditions.

In every flage of thefe oppreflians
we have petitioned for redrefs, in
the moit humble terms: Qur re-
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peated petitions have been anfwered
enly by repeated | injury. A Prince,
whofe character is thus marked by
every a& swhich may define a Ty-
rant, is unfit to be the Ruler of 2
{ree Poople.

Nor have: we been wanting in at-
tention to our Britith brethren, We
have warned them from t me
of attempts by their legil o2
tend an unwarrantable jurifdiction
cver us.  We have reminded them
ef the circum{tances of cut cmigra—
‘ticn and fettlement here, We have
JL‘C lo their native mmu‘ anu

ed them by the ties of on
kindred to diif

flice and of confan-
gmnuv We mutt, thercfore, ac-
quielcs in the neceffity which de-
nounces our ﬁ:pamtiun, and held
them, as we hold the reft of man-
kind, enemics in war; in peace,
friends.

We, therefore, the Reprefenta~
tivesof the UNITED STATES
OF AMERICA, inGexeraz
Canaress aflembled, appealing to
the' fapreme Judge of the world for
the re&itnde of our inteaticns, do
in the name and by the =uthority
of the good Peopleof thefe Colo-
digs, folemnly publifh and declare,
That thefe United Ca.omcs are, and
of right ought'to “be, Frie -anp
INDEPTHDEST STarTes; thatthey
are ahfolved from dll al!egdnc& to
the Britith Crown, and:that all po-
litical conneétion between %:m and
the State of Great-Britain, is, and
ought to be totally dificlved; and
that as Frug a3xp IeperexpEnT
StaTzs, they have full power o
levy war, conclude peace, conteadt
ailiances, eftablilh commerce, and
todo all other aéts and things which
InperENpENT STATES may ‘of
right do. And for the fupport of
this Declaration, with a firm reli-
ance on the proteftion of Divine
Previdencs, we mutually pledze to
cach other our lives, our fortunes,
and our fzered honor.

in BrAaur of the Concrss,

JOHN HANCOCK, PresiDENT.

ArTrusT,

CHARLES THOMPSON, Sccretary.
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