


ANHATTAN, KAN. — “What! only $5 for a SIGNED ORIGINAL by Thomas Benton, the Great
American Artist — Yes, Incredible, but True!” ran the snappy advertising headline. Long
before eBay or Etsy, a company named Associated American Artists formed a virtual community of

art collectors and design enthusiasts that stretched across the nation. In 1934, the retailing virtuoso



Reeves Lewenthal launched AAA with the aim of
selling limited-edition etchings and lithographs via
mail order. Inclusive in corporate thought, word and
deed, Lewenthal worked in partnership with artists,
design companies, industries, government, media

and consumers to fulfill AAA’s public arts mission.

Yet despite AAA's longevity — the company closed
its doors only in 2000 — and its considerable
influence — “First American Publisher of David
Hockney Prints” is one of its many claims to fame
— neither its widespread impact nor even the basic

facts of its business history and artistic output have



been well documented until now. Much in the
spirit of AAA itself, researchers, curators and

scholars have teamed up to create a traveling

exhibition, companion catalog and — “soon-to-
be downloadable” — comprehensive product
lists...
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http://digital.olivesoftware.com/Olive/ODE/AAW/Default.aspx?href=AAW%2F2015%2F11%2F20&pageno=1&view=document
http://tablet.olivesoftware.com/Olive/Tablet/AAW/SharedArticle.aspx?href=AAW%2F2015%2F11%2F20&id=Ar00104
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