
The Perennial  Andrew Jackson 
Two Exhibit ions

Celebrate America?s First  Popular ly Elected President



ndrew Jackson was a rock star. 
This ant i-Eastern Establishment, 
working-class hero enjoyed wild 
popularity during his li fet ime. He 

accrued fame init ially as the victor of  the 
Batt le of  New Orleans during the War of  1812 
and later as the f irst  American president to 
come from humble origins. Grateful cit izens 
presented him with awards in homage. Art ists 
and art isans fanned the f lames of  his celebrity 
by fashioning likenesses and promot ional 
i tems. His foes deployed negat ive imagery in 
smear cam-paigns against  him. Like many of  
his renegade rocker brethren, Jackson was a 
dif f icult  and polarizing character.
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(Previous Page) ?Battle of New Orleans? by Dennis Malone Carter, 
1856. Oil on canvas; 18¼  by 24½  inches. The Historic New 
Orleans Collection.

(Right) ?Major General Andrew Jackson? by Samuel Lovett Waldo, 
1819, oil on canvas; 42¾  by 35½  inches. The Historic New 
Orleans Collection.



?The Brave Boy of the Waxhaws? by Currier & Ives, 1876. Hand colored lithograph; 133/8 by 167/8 inches. Jackson was born in the Waxhaws wilderness on the border of the Carolinas. In the American 
Revolution, the teenager served as a Patriot courier. He was held for a time by the Brit ish. During his captivity, a Brit ish off icer struck him with a sword for refusing to polish his boots. The Historic New Orleans 
Collection.



Unbeknownst to each other, 
two curators recent ly 
likened Jackson to a 
Nineteenth Century 

version of  a rock star in their separate 
exhibit ions commemorat ing the 
bicentennial of  Batt le of  New Orleans. 
Jason Weise, director of  the Williams 
Research Center at  the Historic New 
Orleans Collect ion (HNOC), New 
Orleans, La., curated ?Andrew Jackson: 
Hero of  New Orleans.? It  cont inues at  
the New Orleans museum unt i l March 
29.
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Statuette based on Clark Mills?s equestrian statue of 
Major General Andrew Jackson by Cornelius and Baker, 
foundrymen; 1855?1859. Cast zinc with imitation bronze 
paint; 237/8 by 18¾  by 7¾  inches. The Historic New 
Orleans Collection.



Marsha Mullin, vice president of  
museum services and chief  
curator of  Andrew Jackson?s 
Hermitage, created a 

semipermanent exhibit ion ent it led 
?Andrew Jackson: Born for a Storm? in 
the visitor center of  Jackson?s country 
estate in Nashville, Tenn. Weise and 
Mullin use this opportunity to explore 
not only the history of  the batt le but also 
the dramat ic li fe, monumental 
achievements and at  t imes controversial 
act ions of  Jackson (1767?1845), the 
f ront iersman- farmer-soldier who is 
considered the f irst  popularly elected 
president.

HNOC?s exhibit ion, ?Andrew Jackson: 
Hero of  New Orleans,? examines 
Jackson?s central role in the Creek War 
and Batt le of  New Orleans, as well as the 
sudden nat ional fame that followed the 
general?s successful defense of  the city.

Early paint ings and prints, 
sculptures, medals and material 
culture art i facts i llustrate the 
evolving public concept of  Jackson 
as a mili tary and polit ical leader. 
Rare, one-of-a-kind objects? some 
belonging to Jackson himself? are 
on loan f rom the Hermitage, the 
Library of  Congress and other 
inst itut ions. Highlights f rom 
HNOC?s own holdings include a 
select ion of  the infamous ?cof f in 
broadsides? printed by supporters 
of  John Quincy Adams in the 1828 
president ial elect ion and rare 
funeral r ibbons memorializing 
Jackson af ter his 1845 death. 
Subsequent uses of  Jackson?s image 
in artworks and vintage 
advert isements demonstrate his 
last ing impact on New Orleans and 
the South.
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Andrew Jackson funeral ribbon after Ralph E.W. 
Earl by unknown engraver, 1845. Wood engraving 
on silk; 7½  by 3 inches. The Will iam C. Cook War of 
1812 in the South Collection at The Historic New 
Orleans Collection.




