
We Are One
Mapping Am er i ca's Road

Fr om  Revolut i on To Independence



OSTON, MASS. ?  ?We Are One: 

Mapping America?s Road From 

Revolution to Independence,? on view 

in the McKim Exhibition Hall of the Boston 

Public Library in Copley Square through 

November 29, is a remarkable exhibit that 

presents the story of the American 

Revolution in an unusually broad context. 

Organized by the library?s Norman B. 

Leventhal Map Center, the exhibit covers the 

period from 1765 to the creation of the new 

national government and its installation in 

Washington, D.C. Included are about 60 maps 

plus 40 other objects ?  prints, powder horns 

and weapons, among them ?  that bring 

history alive.

Old Hendr i k , a Mohawk  ch ief , was k i l l ed whi l e f i ght i ng 

w i th  the Br i t i sh Colon ial  t r oops at  the Bat t l e of  Lake 

Geor ge in  1755. Th is hand color ed engr aving was 

publ i shed in  London, ci r ca 1740. Cour tesy John Car ter  

Br own Libr ar y, Br own Univer si t y, Pr ovidence, R.I .
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The exhibit is broken down into four 

sections: ?Prelude to Rebellion,? ?Britain?s 

North American Empire,? ?The War For 

Independence? and ?The New Nation.? 

The aim of the Stamp Act, enacted by the 

British Parliament in 1765, shortly after the

end of the French and Indian War, was to 

raise revenues to offset the cost of the 

French and Indian War (1754?1763), fought 

by Great Britain and the Colonists against 

France and their Native American allies. This 

war was one battleground of Europe?s Seven 

Years War, with each group seeking control of 

North America. 

Great Britain and the Colonies were 

ultimately successful in this war and, as a 

result, Great Britain acquired control of most 

of France?s territory in North America, along 

with Spanish-held Florida and certain Native 

American lands. It was a very expensive war 

for the British. Throughout the 1760s, Great 

Britain, trying to recoup its costs, enacted 

revenue-enhancing duties and levies that

Wi l l i am  Pr i ce?s 1769 m ap of  Boston shows a sm al l  ci t y, but  a 

m ajor  seapor t . The m ap i s the best  v i sual  r ecor d of  Boston 

pr ior  to the Revolut i on. Cour tesy Nor m an B. Leventhal  Map 

Center  at  the Boston Publ i c Libr ar y.



were very unpopular in the Colonies, 

especially in Boston. 

Although the population of Boston at the 

time was only 15,000, it was a prosperous 

city and one of the three largest seaports in 

the Colonies. The livelihood of many 

Bostonians relied on an active seaport. The 

new levies and taxes, restricting port activity, 

undermined the city?s prosperity. The 

increased military presence of British troops, 

to protect the Colonies from the vanquished 

French, added to the tensions among the 

residents of Boston, the military and the 

government in London. 

?Prelude to Rebellion? is the first part of the 

exhibit. It focuses on events during the

Num er ous car toons wer e publ i shed in  London and the 

Colon ies sat i r i zi ng events and people dur ing the Eighteenth 

and Nineteenth Centur ies. Publ i shed in  London in  1775, 

?The Boston ians i n  Dist r ess? by Phi l l i p Dawe al l udes to the 

closing of  Boston?s seapor t  by the Br i t i sh af ter  the Boston 

Tea Par ty. Mem ber s of  the Sons of  Liber ty, dr essed as 

Indians, dum ped 92,000 pounds of  tea i nto Boston Har bor . 

Cour tesy Tr ustees of  Boston Publ i c Libr ar y, Pr int  

Depar tm ent .





ten-year period, 1765?1775, prior to the 

Revolution. Explained in the section are 

events such as the passage of the Stamp Act, 

the Boston Massacre and the Tea Tax. Several 

maps are displayed to tell the story, including 

a 1769 map of Boston that provides an 

accurate view of pre-Revolutionary Boston. 

Boston was already occupied by British 

troops at this time and the map shows a 

thickly settled town with numerous wharves. 

A colorful manuscript map prepared by 

Lieutenant William Pierie of the Royal 

Artillery in 1775 shows the city, surrounding

landscape and the harbor islands. Surveys 

such as this provided information about the 

geography of North America and were very 

useful to the British military when full-scale 

war broke out.

Also on view is Paul Revere?s print ?The 

Bloody Massacre Perpetrated in King Street 

Boston on March 5th 1770 by a Party of the 

Pr evious Page:

Jam es Peale (1749?1831) painted ?Washington and His 

Gener al s at  Yor k town? af ter  the sur r ender  of  Gr eat  

Br i tain?s Gener al  Cor nwal l i s. The of f i cer s sur vey the scene 

of  the bat t l e. Cour tesy Colon ial  Wi l l i am sbur g Foundat ion

Revolut i onar y War  soldier s used a var iety of  weapons. 

Pi stol s, such as th i s Eighteenth Centur y Fr ench f l i nt l ock , 

wer e consider ed a secondar y weapon. They wer e single 

shot , slow  to l oad and accur ate on ly to about  15 feet . 

Cour tesy John M. Lew is.
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29th Reg[imen]t.? It shows eight British 

soldiers firing into a crowd of helpless 

civilians, five of whom were killed. Revere?s 

intention was to create a piece of visual 

propaganda. He took some liberties with the 

facts to accomplish what he wanted to 

demonstrate. A more accurate, rarely seen 

drawing of the site of the massacre, 

attributed to Revere, is also displayed. One of 

the civilians killed was an African American, 

Crispus Attucks, likely an escaped slave, 

whose plain pewter, tin and wood teapot is in 

the show. The British soldiers were indicted 

for murder and tried several months later. 

They were defended by John Adams and 

Josiah Quincy, who won their acquittal.___

This portion of the exhibit also deals with 

the Boston Tea Party. Dressed as Native 

Americans, members of the Sons of Liberty 

dumped more than 90,000 pounds of tea...

 

(Continued on page 30 inside the E-Edition)
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