
I n H artford, A n Old Favorite Sprouts N ew Growth 
 The Connecticut Spring A ntiques Show 



Review and Photos By L aura Beach

ARTFORD, CONN. ?  The 

other day on Facebook, Jim 

Bakker posted an ear ly 1970s photo of 

the Connect icut  Ant iques Show. 

Windsor chairs, f ireplace brass, hooked 

rugs, t rade signs, stoneware and 

baskets ?  literally piled high. I t  made 

H
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me think of my last  visit  to Dick 

Withington?s barn ant iques shop, 

not  long before the legendary New 

Hampshire auct ioneer died in 2008. 

Ever the showman, Withington had 

created the appealing i llusion of 

generat ional accumulat ion, even 

though untouched barns were by 

then most ly a thing of the past . A 

four-decade-old bull market  in 

Americana had cleaned them all out . 
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The Connect icut  Spr ing Ant iques 

Show is one of the few places where 

the past  lives on in an uncont r ived 

fashion. There is the pre-1840 

American past  that  is the show?s 

claim to fame, but  also the past  of a 

market  we remember from its halcyon 

days in the 1970s. Much has changed, 

of course. Scholarship has advanced, 

collectors are more discerning than 

ever and buyers have more ways to 

f ind and buy the mater ial. Yet , 

?Continuing Traditions? gallery.          
Photo courtesy of Hollie Davis.



through it  all, the Connect icut  Spr ing 

Ant iques Show remains both 

languorous and vital, with an 

unvarnished innocence that  marks it  

of another age.

    Beverly  ?  
Longacre, a.k.a.     
Mrs Christmas, 

offered this circa 
1890?1910   

German painted 
village meant for 
display under the 

Christmas tree.

? ?Rochelle on the Porch, Gloucester, 
Mass.,? by Robert Philipp, depicts the 
artist?s wife at work with a harbor view in 
the background. Blue Heron Fine Arts, 
Cohasset, Mass.

?   Old Lyme, Conn., 
fine arts dealer Jeff 
Cooley with ?Spring in 
Hartford? by Guy C. 
Wiggins, 1930. The 
view frames Hartford?s 
landmark Travelers 
Tower. Watch Video 
Here

Reclining armchair, General  ?  
Fireproofing  (1902?1989), 

Youngstown, circa 1936. 
Aluminum. Darwin D. Bearley 

Collection.

https://vimeo.com/123120591
https://vimeo.com/123120591
https://vimeo.com/123120591


Managed by Karen DiSaia with an 

assist  from her husband and business 

partner, Ralph, the March 21?22 

show set  up at  the Hart ford Armory, 

the show?s t radit ional, much- loved 

venue. With snow well into the middle 

of the day on Saturday, at tendance 

got  off to a slow start , but  a 

knowledgeable, determined group of 

buyers persevered. (Cont inued on 

page 27 inside the E-edit ion)
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NOTE: You can st i ll shop the Connect icut  Spr ing Ant iques Show online! Click 

HERE to see every booth, hundreds of items, and video interviews with 

exhibitors as they show off some of their  best  pieces inside A&A L iveShow. 

http://www.antiquesandthearts.com/liveshow-home/?showid=8
http://www.antiquesandthearts.com/liveshow-home/?showid=8
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